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To  tbe  Helipsley  Rural  District  Council. 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1951. 


SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  of  Helmsley  Rural  District 
Resident  Population 
Council  Houses  in  occupation  .. 
Houses  structurally  separate 
Rateable  Value  (full) 

Penny  Rate  (sum  represented)  .. 
Parishes  in  Area  ... 


67,703  acres 


5,476 

208 


1,529 

£18,823 

£80 

27 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  restrictions  in  Food  and  Clothing  remain  as  before.  They 
continue  a source  of  complaint  in  households  throughout  the 
county.  The  only  industry  carried  out  in  your  District  is  Farming 
and  work  arising  from  following  Agriculture.  Farmers  had  a good 
and  ample  harvest,  and  crops  were  satisfactory  in  yield  and 
recovery.  But  the  quality  of  food  supplied  to  the  Public  is  not 
of  that  high  standard  the  workers  are  accustomed  to  get.  The 
resistance  to  serious  disease  has  been  lowered  of  late  years.  The 
deterioration  of  proteins  in  food  is  especially  marked.  Both  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  all  kinds  of  food  are  not  of  the  nourishing  value 
necessary  to  uphold  good  health.  Fortunately  school  children  get  a 
good  meal  in  school  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  their  health  is 
at  a better  level,  and  they  are  able  to  resist  epidemic  disease  very 
much  better  than  at  any  time  within  my  experience.  From  reports 
which  I have  had,  I believe  the  general  level  of  health  in  country 
districts,  such  as  ours,  is  better  than  what  is  found  in  large  Indus- 
trial Areas. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births — Total  45. 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  14  27 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 3 

Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Resident  Population  8.1. 


Still  Births — Total  4. 


Males  Females 

Legitimate  1 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  0 0 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  Live  and  Still  Births  8.9. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — Total  2. 


Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age- 

-Total  2. 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

1 

0 

Illegitimate 

Deaths — All  Causes  and  Ages — Total  61. 

1 

0 

Males 

Females 

37 

24 

Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Resident  Population  11.1. 


SECTION  B. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

These  are  quite  good  and  give  every  satisfaction.  Nurses  and 
midwives  are  always  available  and  the  work  done  is  of  a high 
standard  and  greatly  appreciated  by  all  sections  of  the  Public. 

SECTION  C. 

Work  on  the  new  sewage  scheme  has  made  good  progress. 
Excavations  are  proceeding  more  rapidly,  and  with  the  prospect 
of  good  weather  the  laying  down  of  the  pipes  will  go  forward 
at  greater  speed,  and  it  is  hoped  the  work  will  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  summer. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

About  120  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  Work 
is  being  carried  out  with  great  regularity.  Details  are  supplied  by 
the  Sanitary  Officer  in  his  Report. 

SECTION  E. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  is  still  being  rationed,  and  the  whole  supply  is  strictly 
controlled  throughout  the  Area.  Nursing  mothers  are  granted 
priority  in  the  amount  of  milk  allowed,  and  sufficient  of  good 
quality  is  always  available. 
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Early  in  the  year  a case  of  typhoid  fever  was  discovered  at  a 
farm  near  the  village  of  Hawnby.  The  person  infected  had  been 
milking  the  herd,  from  which  milk  of  a high  quality,  registered  as 
T.T.,  was  sent  to  a milk  distributor  in  Middlesbrough.  The  case 
was  at  once  isolated,  and  the  person  sent  into  hospital.  After 
enquiry  was  made  of  all  possible  source  of  the  infection,  the  owner 
of  the  herd  was  found  to  be  a typhoid  carrier,  having  had  the 
disease  several  years  before.  The  drains  were  found  defective 
and  cleaned  out,  and  the  premises  disinfected  and  every  pre- 
caution instituted  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  On 
examination,  the  cows  were  found  to  be  free  from  all  infection  and 
the  milk  quite  healthy.  However,  all  milk  was  prevented  from 
being  sent  off  the  farm;  the  owner  of  the  herd  was  advised  to  go 
into  hospital  for  treatment.  No  other  case  occurred,  and  the  source 
of  the  infection  was  never  discovered.  Since  then  the  herd  has  been 
moved  from  the  district. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  system  of  centralised  slaughtering  and  the  present  distribu- 
tion of  meat  is  by  no  means  popular  with  the  Public.  Butcher 
meat,  as  already  reported,  continues  to  be  supplemented  by 
tinned  foods,  and  such  an  arrangement  is  not  conducive  to  a good 
state  of  public  health.  Up  to  now  no  very  definite  effects  can  be 
traced  on  account  of  the  lowered  diet  of  the  people,  but  the  effect 
is  bound  to  be  retrospective  if  continued  for  long.  The  increased 
consumption  of  white  bread  and  starchy  foods  in  the  family  dietary 
will  inevitably  lead  to  alimentary  disorders  and  ill-health. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

This  is  fairly  satisfactory.  All  new  houses  have  now  baths  and 
water  closets.  Other  houses  get  water  from  springs,  and  in  out- 
lying villages  and  farms,  from  stand-pipes.  The  water  is  frequently 
examined  and  is  of  good  quality,  and,  except  during  spells  of  dry 
weather,  there  is  sufficient  for  all  domestic  purposes.  The  new 
scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  is  well  on  the  way  and  will  be  com- 
pleted at  an  early  date. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Total  cases 

Admitted  to 

Total 

notified 

Hospital 

deaths 

Measles 

110 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

46 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

5 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

2 

1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  AREA. 

Male 

Femal 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

0 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

o 

O 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

7 

3 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

7 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease 

9 

12 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

0 

3 

Influenza 

1 

0 

Bronchitis 

0 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

0 

0 

Hypertrophy  of  Prostrate  ... 

1 

0 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . . . 

4 

0 

Accidents 

1 

0 

Suicide 

1 

0 

Homicide  and  Operation  of  War  ... 

1 

0 

Total 

37 

24 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

All  rivers  and  streams  were  regularly  inspected  and,  where 
necessary,  cleaned  out.  Camps  of  school-children  and  others  were 
inspected  and  visited  regularly  during  residence  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. There  was  no  nuisance  or  cause  for  complaint. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  in  the  district  were  regularly  visited  and  the 
premises  inspected. 

Harome  C.  of  E.  School  was  closed  for  a week  from  8th 
January  to  15th  January  on  account  of  measles  and  influenza. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  at  the  farm  of  Mr.  Wood* 
there  was  a shortage  of  milk  in  Hawnby  School,  and  also  in  the 
village.  After  a short  delay,  milk  was  supplied  by  a distributor  at 
Wombleton,  and  has  been  regularly  sent  to  the  school  since  then. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III, 
NATIONAL  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Twenty  Obstetric  Cases,  with  12  male  and  8 female  children, 
were  sent  into  Maternity  Hospitals  outside  the  Area,  on  account  of 
a shortage  of  obstetric  nurses  in  the  homes  of  the  women.  Ante- 
natal examination  and  treatment  were  given  by  doctors  and  mid- 
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wives  in  all  cases.  All  the  babies  were  vaccinated  and  immunised 
against  Diphtheria.  A clinic  for  children  met  every  month  at  the 
District  Offices,  attended  by  doctors  and  nurses.  A careful  record 
is  kept  of  the  condition  of  each  child,  and  appropriate  treatment 
given  for  any  ailment  found. 

The  Public  Health  of  the  Area  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  only  infectious  diseases  were  discovered  in  the  early  months 
of  the  year.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  then  rather 
prevalent.  There  were  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  of  which  one, 
a young  farmer,  died  within  a few  days.  Owing,  I believe,  to 
modern  treatment,  pneumonia — no  longer  the  dread  of  many  homes 
— runs  a comparatively  mild  course,  and  all  the  infections  are 
easily  kept  under  control. 

CONCLUSION. 

I wish  to  place  upon  record  in  this,  my  last  Medical  Report, 
my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Council  and  its  Officers  for  the  assistance 
and  courtesy  at  all  times,  and  to  my  medical  colleagues  for  informa- 
tion and  consideration  in  varying  circumstances  always  during  my 
term  of  office. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ALEXANDER  C.  BLAIR,  M.D. 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  8C  SURVEYOR’S 

DEPARTMENT 

STAFF 

* j 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer: 

F.  W.  Stoney,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  C.  Ranson,  A. R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Clerk — Miss  A.  Richardson. 

Staff  for  Refuse  Collection,  Housing  Repairs  and  General  Duties: 
G.  Bean  (Foreman),  W.  A.  Ware  (Mason),  E.  W.  Dunning, 

J.  Colley  and  j.  B.  Handley. 

Sewage  Disposal  Plant  Attendants: 

B.  W.  Baker  and  G.  W.  Garbutt. 

Water  Bailiffs: 

A.  E.  Anderson,  W.  A.  Beecroft  and  E.  Beecroft. 
Rodent  Operative — M.  O.  Wilson. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  & SURVEYOR 
For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

Council  Offices, 

HELMSLEY, 

York. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Helmsley  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor’s  Department  of  your 
Council  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

The  total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  throughout  the 
year  for  all  purposes  was  3,134,  and  is  summarised  as  follows: — 


GENERAL  SANITATION— 

Drainage  221 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  87 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  68 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ..  ...  1,183 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


1,594 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING— 

Refuse  Collection ...  63 

Refuse  Disposal  28 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 
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WATER  SUPPLIES— 

Piethorne  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Ampleforth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Helmsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Giiling  East  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cawton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Lousy  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Oswaldkirk  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Newton  East  and  Leysthorpe  ...  ...  4 

Byland  with  Wass  ...  ...  ...  18 

Old  Byland  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Stonegrave  and  Nunnington  ...  ...  5 

Sproxton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Scawton  and  Cold  Kirby  ...  ...  ...  28 

R.A.F.,  Wombleton  ...  ...  ...  15 


309 

SEWAGE  WORKS— 

Helmsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Oswaldkirk ...  ...  ...  10 

Ampleforth ...  ...  ...  46 

Giiling  East  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Harome,  Beadlam,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  43 

Sproxton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


172 

HOUSING— 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  P.H.  and 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  81 

No.  of  visits  necessary  to  above  Houses  103 

No.  of  visits  to  Squatters  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  visits  to  Council  Houses  ...  333 

No.  of  visits  to  applicants  for  Council 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 


609 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  7 


7 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION— 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  5 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  32 

Visits  to  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  37 

Visits  to  Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  18 

Market  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  50 

Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  24 


CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL— 

Visits  re  applications  for  licences 

BUILDING  BYELAWS— 

No.  of  visits  re  building  work  in  progress 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  REGULATIONS— 

Visits  to  establishments  re  storage 


166 

10 

103 

4 


Total  3,134 


HOUSING. 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work,  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
advance  the  Survey  any  further  during  the  year.  The  Survey 
carried  out  so  far  covers  about  three-quarters  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  with  rateable  value  of  twenty  pounds  or  less,  and  indicates 
a figure  of  approximately  180  houses  likely  to  be  considered  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a reasonable  cost. 

A comprehensive  report  on  the  findings  of  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey  to  date,  together  with  recommendations  for  a future  hous- 
ing programme,  was  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  for  their  observations  more  than  a year  ago,  but  no  further 
developments  have  taken  place  since  that  time. 

No  applications  for  grant  aid  to  private  owners  of  property 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry;  one 
application  which  was  the  subject  of  negotiation  at  the  time  of  my 
last  report  was  rejected. 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  PROGRAMME. 

During  the  year,  24  mixed  two,  three  and  four-bedroom  type 
stone-built  houses  were  provided  on  the  Carlton  Lane  Estate  at 
Helmsley.  In  the  same  period  2 stone-built  three-bedroom  type 
houses  were  provided  at  Pockley,  and  12  brick-built  three-bedroom 
type  houses  at  Ampleforth  — a total  of  38  houses.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  Council  owned  209  houses,  and  had  under  construction 
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a further  12.  Schemes  under  consideration  provide  for  another  60 
houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  list  of  applicants  for  Council 
houses,  without  separate  homes,  numbered  20.  It  should  be  pos- 
sible, therefore,  in  the  very  near  future,  for  the  Council  to  provide 
every  family  who  so  desires  it  with  a separate  home  of  their  own, 
and  to  direct  their  activities  towards  dealing  with  those  houses 
which  are  no  longer  fit  for  human  habitation  and  are  incapable  of 
repair  at  a reasonable  cost. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  bear  in  mind  the  possibilities 
of  providing  more  economical  housing  accommodation  by  the  pur- 
chase and  reconditioning  of  suitable  existing  properties,  as  the  high 
costs  of  house-building  are  now  reflected  in  the  rentals  which  have 
to  be  charged  for  new  houses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 


Com- 

Con- 

Pro- 

Site 

Type 

pleted 

strutting 

posed  Existing 

Total 

Helmsley 

Brick  & 

24 

2 

24 

68 

118 

Stone 

Harome 

Airey,  Brick  — 

- — - 

— 

18 

18 

and  Stone 

Pockley 

Stone 

2 

2 

— 

2 

6 

Beadlam 

Airey  and 
Brick 

— 

— 

10 

34 

44 

Old  Byland 

Stone 

— 

— - 

— 

2 

2 

Ampleforth 

Brick 

12 

8 

10 

29 

59 

Coulton 

Brick 

— 



— 

3 

3 

Cawton 

Stone 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Gilling  East 

Stone 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

Sproxton 

Stone 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Oswaldkirk 

Stone 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

Stonegrave 

Stone 

— 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Newton  East 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

38 

12 

60 

171 

281 

During  the  same  period  the  following  houses  were  completed 
and  occupied  under  private  enterprise: — 


Site 

Type 

Under 

Construction 

Number 

Completed 

Total 

Harome 

Stone 

1 

. 

1 

Gilling  East 

Stone 

1 

1 

2 

Helmsley 

Stone 

2 

4 

6 

4 

5 
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Repair  and  maintenance  of  all  Council  property  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  Department,  and,  with  the  exception  of  plumbing  and 
electrical  work,  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  The  mason  has 
been  fully  engaged  on  housing  repairs  and  work  in  connection  with 
the  Council’s  various  water  supplies  and  sewage  disposal  systems, 
and  I would  like  to  point  out  at  this  stage  of  my  report  that  the 
work  in  all  branches  of  my  Department,  particularly  refuse  collec- 
tion, is  steadily  increasing,  and  it  is  becoming  more  and  more 
difficult  to  provide  the  necessary  labourer  for  the  mason. 

During  the  year  a scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  older 
type  Council  house  by  the  replacement  of  worn-out  oven  ranges, 
the  provision  of  hot-water  systems  and  the  erection  of  wash-houses 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  consideration.  The  Ministry’s  decision  is  pending. 

TEMPORARY  HOUSING. 

Only  one  family  now  remains  in  occupation  at  the  Military 
Camp  at  Ampleforth,  all  the  other  families  on  the  site  having  been 
re-housed  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  With  the  exception  of 
the  nissen  hut  occupied  by  this  family  the  site  has  been  cleared.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  it  was  found  possible  to  use  the  hut  bases 
as  hard  core  for  the  contsruction  of  the  new  roads  at  St.  Hilda’s 
as  hard  core  for  the  construction  of  the  new  roads  at  St.  Hilda’s 
cost  of  these  roadworks. 

FOOD  ADMINISTRATION. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  producer- 
retailers  in  the  district  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion; of  these,  18  were  satisfactory  and  only  nine  slightly  below 
standard. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD. 

Meat  supplies  for  this  area  continue  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Distributing  Centre  at  Easingwold,  and  a reason- 
ably satisfactory  supply  has  been  maintained. 

A good  standard  of  handling  and  storage  of  meat  was  found 
at  the  routine  inspections  paid  to  butchers’  establishments  in  the 
district. 

During  the  year  4 Jibs,  of  crab  meat,  30lbs.  of  tinned  ham 
shoulders  and  25lbs.  of  cod  fish  were  condemned. 


SHOPS,  STALLS  AND  VEHICLES. 

Regular  supervision  was  maintained  over  the  market  stalls 
dealing  in  fish  and  vegetables,  and  also  closed  vehicles  used  for  the 
transport  of  meat,  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  reasonably  satis- 
factory. The  Council  have  now  adopted  food  handling  byelaws,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that,  with  the  aid  of  these,  further  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  handling  foodstuffs  will  be  achieved. 

FOOD  PREPARATION  PREMISES. 

There  are  three  shops  and  one  motor  vehicle  carrying  on  the 
trade  of  fish-frying  in  the  area,  and  seven  hotels  and  restaurants. 
Conditions  generally  were  good,  and  premises  were  regularly  in- 
spected. 

ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT). 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district.  Four  shops  are 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  All  deal  in  pre-packed  varieties 
of  the  commodity. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  area 
during  the  year. 

SHELL-FISH  REGULATIONS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Four  bakehouses  in  use  in  the  area  have  been  regularly  visited 
and  satisfactory  conditions  were  found  therein. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  designated  Offensive  Trades  in  the  area. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Sixteen  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  workshops  in  the  area, 
and  there  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Piped  supplies  are  available  to  the  greater  part  of  the  popula- 
tion of  this  district,  but  difficulty  is  frequently  experienced  in  main- 
taining adequate  supplies  under  reasonable  pressure  on  some  of 
the  smaller  schemes.  Most  outlying  farms  and  properties  derive 
individual  supplies  from  small  privately-owned  land  springs. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  72  houses  were  drawing  supplies  from 
stand-pipes — a reduction  of  six  during  the  year. 
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Fifty-six  new  services  to  properties  were  provided  and  13 
services  were  extended  or  improved. 

EXTENSION  TO  WATER  MAIN. 

No  extensions  to  water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
other  than  a scheme  to  redistribute  the  Piethorne  water  system. 
This  scheme,  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineer,  pro- 
vides for  the  provision  and  laying  of  2,450  yards  of  3" , 4,200  yards 
of  4"  and  2,100  yards  of  5"  spun  iron  water  main,  together  with 
the  construction  of  a new  Nawton  reservoir  of  100,000  gallons 
capacity,  and  a new  Nawton  Tower  tank  of  10,000  gallons  capacity. 
In  addition,  there  are  several  new  connections  to  existing  mains  to 
make,  and  16  obsolete  fire  hydrants  to  replace. 

The  work  will  effect  the  division  of  the  Piethorne  supply  area 
into  a high-level  and  low-level  region.  The  high-level  region  will 
be  fed  from  the  Piethorne  springs  only,  and  any  overflow  will  pass 
to  the  main  Nawton  reservoir  and,  augmented  by  water  from  the 
Ryedale  Water  Board’s  Mains  at  Stony  Cross,  will  feed  the  low- 
level  region. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  administration  of  the  water  supplies  owned  by  this 
Authority,  together  with  those  owned  jointly  by  this  Local  Authority 
and  the  Kirbymoorside  Rural  District  Council,  is  the  responsibility 
of  my  Department.  During  the  period  under  review  73  visits  were 
made  to  the  joint  schemes  and  227  to  others  — a total  of  300. 
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Scawton  & Cold  Kirby  ...  Helmsley  R.D.C.  Scawton,  Cold  Kirby  and  Hydraulic  Rams 

Hambleton 

Thorpe-le- Willows  ...  Helmsley  R.D.C.  Thorpe-le-Willows  Springs  with  gravitation 

Wombleton  ...  ...  Helmsley  R.D.C.  for  Harome  Boreholes 

Ministry  of  Health 
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It  has  been  possible,  not  without  difficulty,  to  maintain  supplies 
on  all  schemes  throughout  the  year,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  there  were  no  lengthy  dry  periods  in  the  past  summer.  Most 
of  the  existing  schemes  in  the  area  are  small  and  are  quickly  affected 
by  seasonal  shortages  and  suffer  from  lack  of  pressure.  There  is 
also  a constantly  increasing  demand  from  both  domestic  and  agri- 
cultural users,  which  tends  to  make  it  increasing^  difficult  to  main- 
tain adequate  supplies. 

In  connection  with  the  Piethorne  system,  supply  has  been  diffi- 
cult to  the  high-level  consumers,  but  the  Redistribution  Scheme 
now  in  progress  should  obviate  this  trouble. 

The  difficulties  in  the  supplies  to  Nunnington  and  Leysthorpe, 
Helmsley  Town,  Sproxton,  Ampleforth,  Wass,  Oswaldkirk,  Cawton 
and  Gilling  East  will  be  removed  when  the  Southern  Area  distribu- 
tion scheme  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineer,  and 
now  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry,  is  implemented. 

Consumption  on  the  Scawton  and  Cold  Kirby  system  now 
exceeds  supply,  and  during  the  year  instructions  were  given  to  the 
Council's  Consulting  Engineer  to  prepare  a scheme  to  augment  this 
supply. 

The  R.A.F.  boreholes  at  Wombleton  are  being  maintained  in 
order  to  afford  a supply  to  the  temporary  housing  site  on  the  aero- 
drome administered  by  the  Kirbymoorside  Rural  District  Council. 
With  the  completion  of  the  Piethorne  Redistribution  Scheme  it  is 
intended  to  abandon  the  borehole  supply. 

The  supply  to  Carlton  village  is  totally  unsatisfactory,  and  a 
scheme  whereby  the  existing  supply  would  be  abandoned  and  the 
village  fed  from  the  Piethorne  system  is  under  consideration. 

The  Ryedale  Water  Board,  of  which  this  Council  is  a con- 
stituent authority  has  now  completed  the  laying  of  those  of  its  main 
supply  lines  with  which  this  district  is  concerned,  and  its  pumping 
station  at  the  Ness  Springs  is  in  operation.  The  Council's  area 
will  benefit  from  this  supply  by  the  introduction  of  the  southern 
area  scheme,  and  the  augmentation  of  the  Piethorne  system.  On 
3rd  October  the  Piethorne  system  was,  in  fact,  connected  to  the 
Board’s  main  at  Stony  Cross. 

The  maintenance  of  these  schemes  is  the  responsibility  of  this 
Department,  for  which  purpose  three  bailiffs  are  employed,  one 
full  time  and  two  part-time,  the  work  including  metering  of  sup- 
plies to  non-domestic  users,  tapping  of  mains  for  new  connections, 
maintenance,  repair  and  improvement  work,  and  the  constant 
supervision  of  all  parts  of  the  various  supplies.  The  10-cwt.  van 
has  proved  invaluable  in  this  service,  and  has  again  greatly  facili- 
tated repair  work  on  the  Council’s  houses. 


QUALITY  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

All  supplies  are  reasonably  free  from  chemical  contamination, 
and  none  has  a plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  Oswaldkirk  supply  has  a large  iron  content,  but  it  is  not 
practicable  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter.  The  Helmsley  Town 
and  Piethorne  schemes  are  provided  with  hyperchlorinators  which 
have  been  operated  when  found  necessary. 

Fourteen  samples  of  the  various  water  supplies  in  the  district 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year, 
when  seven  proved  satisfactory  and  seven  at  varying  degrees  below 
standard.  Sub-standard  results  were  followed  up  and  extra  super- 
vision kept  on  the  supply  until  improvement  was  effected. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  in 
all  parishes  of  the  Rural  District,  excluding  remote  farms,  on  a 
fortnightly  basis  by  direct  labour,  and  a Ivarrier  C.K.  3 — 10  cubic 
yards  capacity  is  employed  for  this  purpose.  An  old  Karrier 
Bantam  vehicle  of  7 cubic  yards  capacity  is  kept  in  reserve  in  case 
of  emergency. 

The  total  refuse  dealt  with  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,100 
tons,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  This  fact,  together  with 
the  increased  number  of  houses  to  be  served,  has  rendered  impera- 
tive the  need  for  a re-organisation  of  the  service. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  partially-controlled  tipping  at  the 
central  tip  in  Helmsley.  This  tip,  which  has  been  on  fire  for  a 
large  number  of  years,  is  unsafe  for  vehicular  traffic,  and  is  also 
occupying  practically  the  whole  of  the  available  site.  I must  again 
draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  advisability  of  providing  an 
alternative  site  for  the  disposal  of  refuse. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  Council  continues  to  be  responsible  for  five  sewage  disposal 
works,  namely: — Helmsley,  Oswaldkirk,  Gilling  East,  Wombleton 
and  Ampleforth.  The  joint  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Harome  and 
Beadiam  in  the  Helmsley  Rural  District  area,  and  Nawton  in  the 
Kirbymoorside  Rural  District  area  commenced  in  May  of  this  year, 
and  is  now  well  in  hand.  The  scheme  provided  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  ex-R.A.F.  works  at  Wombleton  acquired  by  the  Joint 
Committee  some  time  ago,  and  the  provision  of  new  sewers  to  serve 
Nawton,  Beadiam  and  part  of  Harome.  This  is  a modified  form 
of  the  original  scheme  put  forward  by  the  Join:  Committee;  the 
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Ministry,  on  the  grounds  of  national  economy,  having  deferred  that 
part  which  provided  for  ejector  stations  and  cast-iron  mains  to  serve 
Wombleton  and  the  remaining  part  of  Harome. 

The  Council’s  attention  must  again  be  drawn  to  the  most  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  the  Helmsley  works  which  require  both 
modernisation  and  extension  in  order  to  cope  with  the  present-day 
flow.  Under  these  conditions  it  is  impossible  to  provide  a satisfac- 
tory effluent  and  constant  complaints  are  being  received  from  the 
Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board  in  this  connection. 

The  Oswaldkirk  works  have  operated  satisfactorily  with  the 
exception  of  the  land  irrigation.  The  available  land  is  now  sewage 
sick,  and  the  Council  would  be  well  advised  to  consider  the  provi- 
sion of  a modern  filter  and  humus  tank  in  lieu  of  the  existing  system. 

The  Gilling  East  works  have  been  well  maintained  during  the 
year,  but  the  scheme  for  improvement  and  extension  of  the  exist- 
ing works  and  sewers  has  not  yet  received  Ministry  approval.  A 
public  enquiry  was  held  in  November  and  negotiations  for  the 
approval  of  the  scheme  are  still  in  progress. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  sewers 
and  sewage  disposal  works  at  Ampleforth  in  October  of  this  year, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  laying  of  the  new  sewers  was  in 
progress. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  provision  of  sewers  and  sewage  dis- 
posal works  for  Sproxton  was  nearing  completion. 

The  completion  of  these  schemes  will  provide  sewage  disposal 
facilities  to  the  more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  area,  and  will 
entail  a considerable  amount  of  work  in  connection  with  the  con- 
version to  water  carriage  system.  The  sewering  of  the  remaining 
smaller  villages  is  a matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  but, 
with  regard  to  Cold  Kirby  is  of  greater  urgency  owing  to  the  con- 
tinual nuisance  arising  from  the  existing  unsatisfactory  drain. 

With  regard  to  the  contracts  proceeding  in  the  district,  namely, 
Piethorne  Redistribution  Scheme,  Joint  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme, 
and  Sproxton  and  Ampleforth  sewerage  schemes,  two  clerks  of 
works  are  employed  by  the  Council,  and,  in  addition,  a considerable 
amount  of  supervisory  work  has  fallen  on  this  Department,  particu- 
larly at  Sproxton  and  Ampleforth. 

The  Council  employ  two  sewage  plant  attendants,  one  at 
Wombleton  Joint  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  other  serving  Ample- 
forth, Oswaldkirk  and  Gilling  East.  The  works  at  Helmsley  are, 
at  the  moment,  attended  to  by  labour  drawn,  when  available,  from 
the  general  labouring  staff  of  the  Department.  Completion  of 
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Sproxton  and  Ampleforth  sewage  disposal  works  will  bring  the  total 
of  such  works  to  be  maintained  by  the  two  attendants  now  employed 
to  six,  and  must  therefore  call  for  a re-organisation  of  the  staff. 

Under  guidance  from  this  Department  several  houses  outside 
the  area  of  the  various  disposal  schemes,  have  provided  individual 
systems  to  serve  their  needs. 

EXTENSION  TO  SEWER. 

With  the  exceptions  of  the  new  contracts  under  way,  there  have 
been  no  extensions  to  sewers. 

DRAINAGE. 

All  new  drainage  work  is  inspected  and  tested,  and  advice  given 
on  drainage  lay-outs.  Maintenance  work  is  carried  out  constantly 
to  Council-owned  septic  tanks  and  to  open  sewage  ditches.  In  addi- 
tion, clearing  of  choked  drains  and  sewers  has  been  carried  out  when 
necessary  during  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  six  privies  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system  in  various  parishes  of  the  district  and  80  additional  W.C.'s 
were  provided. 


SALVAGE. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  proceeded  steadily  during  the 
year,  and  9 tons  5 cwts.  1 qr.  was  baled  and  sold  to  the  mills  for 
£148  4s.  Od.  The  response  of  householders  was  poor  in  the  early 
stages,  but  improved  as  the  year  advanced. 

RECHARGEABLE  WORK. 

Recv  argeable  work  to  the  value  of  £35  Os.  Od.  was  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  modernised  Public  Conveniences  in  Helmsley  operated 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,  and  have  been  a great  benefit  in 

dealing  with  the  additional  summer  traffic  through  the  town. 

* 

SHOPS. 

No  statutory  action  has  been  necessary. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  baths  or  pools  in  this  area. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Rodent  Operative  appointed  by  the  Council  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Kirbymoorside  Rural  District  Council  to  carry  out 
their  obligations  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949,  in  the  two  districts  has  carried  out  his  duty  steadily  through- 
out the  year. 

The  Council-owned  refuse  tips,  sewers  and  sewage  disposal 
works,  together  with  several  open  ditches,  were  successf  ully  treated 
during  the  year  in  pursuance  of  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
under  schemes  adopted  by  the  Council.  1,020  properties  were  sur- 
veyed, 163  treatments  carried  out  and  the  presumptive  kill  13,300. 
For  work  carried  out  on  private  premises  a sum  of  approximately 
£156  11s.  Od.  is  recoverable. 

HOUSE  AND  BUILDING  PLANS. 

A considerable  amount  of  work,  including  visits  of  inspection 
has  been  carried  out  in  the  administration  of  the  building  byelaws 
in  force  in  the  rural  area. 

During  the  year  the  following  plans  for  new  building  work  were 
approved  by  the  Council: — 

Helmsley 
Hawnby 
Bilsdale 
Coulton 
Rievaulx 
Harome 
Ampleforth 
Gilling  East 
Oswaldkirk 
Snilesworth 
Old  Byland 
Stonegrave 
Scawton 
Beadlam 
Cold  Kirby 


5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

11 

4 

5 
1 
1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
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CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  necessary  during  the 
year  in  the  administration  of  the  regulations  governing  the  Control 
of  Civil  Building. 

During  that  time  44  applications  for  Building  Licences  were 
received  and  investigated,  and  many  visits  were  paid  during  the 
building  operations. 

The  licences  issued  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 
Helmsley  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Ministry  of  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

SCHOOLS. 

All  schools  in  the  area  have  been  visited  regularly,  and  on  the 
whole  no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen.  Minor  matters  have  been 
successfully  dealt  with. 


CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  I would  like  to 
record  my  appreciation  to  the  Council  of  the  courtesy  and  assistance 
extended  to  me  during  the  year,  and  also  to  tender  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  H.  L.  Bates,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Blair,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Ranson, 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  members  of  my  staff  for 
their  loyal  support. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  STONEY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 
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